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The global challenge of expanding access to effective malarial treatment

Challenges for treatment of malaria

ÅEach year, 300 ï500 million people 

contract malaria and of those, 1 ï3 million 

die, mainly children

ÅMalaria parasites are increasingly 

resistant to the older, less expensive 

medicines, such as chloroquine (CQ) and 

sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine (SP)

ÅThe most effective forms of treatment for 

malaria are artemisinin-based 

combination therapies (ACTs)

ÅToday only one in five antimalarial 

treatments taken are ACTs because they 

are less accessible and more expensive 

than alternatives

ñSaving lives, buying timeò

ÅIn 2004, the Institute of Medicine 

published a report, óSaving Lives, Buying 

Timeô, that called for the co-payment of 

ACTs to reduce malaria mortality and 

delay resistance to artemisinin

ÅThe Affordable Medicines Facility ï

malaria (AMFm) was developed as a 

financing mechanism to meet those needs
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Rationale for the AMFm: To increase the availability of ACTs and substitute 

artemisinin monotherapies across all sectors
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Note: Other category includes Mefloquine, Amodiaquine and others. ACT data based on WHO estimates and manufacturer interviews. 

Source: Biosynthetic Artemisinin Roll-Out Strategy, BCG/Institute for OneWorld Health, WHO, Dalberg.
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Introduction: Affordable Medicines Facility - malaria

What is the AMFm?

ÅA proposed solution to a specific 

challenge in treating malaria: effective 

treatment is too expensive or simply 

unavailable to the 60% of patients who 

access antimalarial medicines through the 

private sector

ÅA financing intervention that seeks to 

increase availability of ACTs by making 

them as cheap or cheaper than SP for all 

first line buyers in the public, private and 

non-profit sectors

What is the objective of the AMFm?

ÅTo ensure that people suffering from 

malaria have access to inexpensive, 

effective antimalarial treatment in the 

form of ACTs.

ÅPromote the use of effective antimalarials 

and drive ineffective medicines from the 

market by:

1. Reducing consumer prices to an 

affordable level

2. Introducing in-country supporting 

interventions to ensure that those 

suffering from malaria benefit from 

the reduced price


